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CHAPTER 430

_______________

HUMAN SERVICES - SOCIAL SERVICES
_______________

HOUSE BILL 08-1031

BY REPRESENTATIVE(S) Pommer, Borodkin, Buescher, Carroll M., Fischer, Green, Kerr A., Labuda, Madden, McFadyen,

McGihon, Merrifield, Middleton, Peniston, Primavera, Romanoff, Scanlan, Soper, Stafford, Todd, Jahn, and Summers;

also SENATOR(S) Keller, Williams, Boyd, Morse, Shaffer, Tochtrop, and Windels.

AN ACT

CONCERNING THE CREATION OF THE POSITION OF NAVIGATOR TO ASSIST PERSONS W HO ARE ON THE

W AITING LIST FOR PERSONS WITH DEVELOPM ENTAL DISABILITIES, AND M AKING AN

APPROPRIATION THEREFOR.
 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1.  27-10.5-102, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended BY THE
ADDITION OF THE FOLLOWING NEW SUBSECTIONS to read:

27-10.5-102.  Definitions.  As used in this article, unless the context otherwise
requires:

(2.3)  "CASE MANAGER" MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO ASSISTS WITH CASE

MANAGEMENT SERVICES AND SUPPORTS PROVIDED PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE FOR

PERSONS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES.

(32)  "WAITING LIST" MEANS THE LIST OF PERSONS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL

DISABILITIES WHO ARE WAITING FOR SERVICES AND SUPPORTS PROVIDED PURSUANT

TO THIS ARTICLE.

SECTION 2.  Article 10.5 of title 27, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended BY
THE ADDITION OF A NEW PART to read:

PART 10
GENERAL PROVISIONS

27-10.5-1001.  Waiting list navigator pilot program - creation - report -
recommendations.  (1)  ON OR BEFORE NOVEMBER 1, 2008, THE DEPARTMENT, IN
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CONSULTATION WITH COMMUNITY CENTERED BOARDS, SHALL DEVELOP AND CREATE

A PILOT NAVIGATOR PROGRAM, REFERRED TO IN THIS PART 10 AS THE "PILOT

PROGRAM".  AS DETERMINED BY THE DEPARTMENT, THE PILOT PROGRAM SHALL BE

IMPLEMENTED IN ONE OR MORE COMMUNITY CENTERED BOARD REGIONS OF THE

STATE AND SHALL SERVE PERSONS ON THE WAITING LIST FOR DEVELOPMENTAL

DISABILITIES SERVICES.  IN ADDITION TO PROVIDING NAVIGATOR SERVICES TO

PERSONS ON THE WAITING LIST FOR DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES SERVICES, THE

PILOT PROGRAM SHALL EXAMINE THE FEASIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING A STATEWIDE

NAVIGATOR PROGRAM.

(2)  AS PART OF THE PILOT PROGRAM, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL STUDY THE

EFFECTIVENESS OF THE FOLLOWING POSSIBLE NAVIGATOR DUTIES:

(a)  HELPING INDIVIDUALS ON THE WAITING LIST AND THEIR FAMILIES TO

UNDERSTAND THE WAITING LIST PROCESS;

(b)  PROVIDING INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES ON THE WAITING LIST WITH

COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION REGARDING THE OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO THEM;

(c)  PERFORMING SURVEYS AND OUTREACH TO INDIVIDUALS ON THE WAITING LIST

AS DESCRIBED IN THIS ARTICLE;

(d)  PROVIDING INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES ON THE WAITING LIST WITH ANSWERS

AND GUIDANCE REGARDING THEIR STATUS ON THE WAITING LIST;

(e)  PROVIDING INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES WITH INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE

REGARDING COLORADO'S COMMUNITY CENTERED BOARD SYSTEM FOR PERSONS WITH

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AND THE AVAILABILITY OF RESOURCES AND CHOICES

STATEWIDE THROUGH THE COMMUNITY CENTERED BOARD SYSTEM;

(f)  COMMUNICATING AND COORDINATING WITH CASE MANAGERS AT COMMUNITY

CENTERED BOARDS REGARDING AN INDIVIDUAL'S PLACE ON THE WAITING LIST; AND

(g)  ASSISTING INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES ON THE WAITING LIST FIND AND

CHOOSE APPROPRIATE RESOURCES WHILE ON THE WAITING LIST.  THIS ASSISTANCE

MAY INCLUDE WORKING WITH INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE WAITING FOR SERVICES TO

FACILITATE ACCESS TO STATE AND LOCAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE OUTSIDE OF, OR

IN ADDITION TO, WAIVER-BASED SERVICES AND SUPPORTS.

(3)  ON OR BEFORE NOVEMBER 1, 2009, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SUBMIT A

REPORT ON THE PILOT PROGRAM TO THE JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE AND THE HEALTH

AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES, OR ANY SUCCESSOR COMMITTEES.  THE REPORT SHALL CONTAIN,
AT A MINIMUM, RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NAVIGATOR CASELOAD RATIOS, DUTIES A

NAVIGATOR SHOULD PROVIDE TO BE AN EFFECTIVE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AND

FAMILIES ON THE WAITING LIST, FUNDING LEVELS, AND ANY OTHER INFORMATION

THE DEPARTMENT DEEMS APPROPRIATE IN DETERMINING THE FEASIBILITY OF A

STATEWIDE NAVIGATOR PROGRAM.

SECTION 3.  Appropriation - adjustments to the 2008 long bill. (1)  In
addition to any other appropriation, there is hereby appropriated, out of any moneys
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in the general fund not otherwise appropriated, to the department of human services,
for allocation to services for people with disabilities, community services for people
with developmental disabilities, program costs, for the fiscal year beginning July 1,
2008, the sum of five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), or so much thereof as
may be necessary, for the implementation of this act.  This amount shall remain
available until June 30, 2010.

(2)  For the implementation of this act, the general fund appropriation to the
controlled maintenance trust fund made in section 23 of the annual general
appropriation act, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2008, shall be decreased by
five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000).

SECTION 4.  Effective date.  This act shall take effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day
following the expiration of the ninety-day period after final adjournment of the
general assembly that is allowed for submitting a referendum petition pursuant to
article V, section 1 (3) of the state constitution, (August 6, 2008, if adjournment sine
die is on May 7, 2008); except that, if a referendum petition is filed against this act
or an item, section, or part of this act within such period, then the act, item, section,
or part, if approved by the people, shall take effect on the date of the official
declaration of the vote thereon by proclamation of the governor.

Approved: June 5, 2008


